melLCHECHUS ROSMARUS. 


Otti kokt e Be 


CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Dentes Primores nulli utrinque. 
Laniarii fuperiores folitarii. 
Molares ex offe rugofo utrinque; inferius 
duo. 
Labia geminata. 
Pedes pofteriores compedes coadunati in pin- 
nam. 


Lin. Syf. Nat. p. 49. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Sc, 


TRICHECHUS dentibus laniariis fuperioribus 
exfertis. 
Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 49. 


TRICHECHUS dentibus laniariis fuperioribus 
exfertis remotis. 


Lin. Syf. Nat. Gmel. p. 59. 
ROSMARUS. 
Fonft. pfe. t. 44. 
EQUUS MARINUS f. Hippopotamus falfo 
dictus. 
Raj. quadr. 191. 


Color illi eft atro-fufcus. Corpus pilis raris con- 
fpergitur, cuteque tegitur craffa et rugola. Caret 
Trichechus omni forme venuftate. Corpus medium 
permagnum eft, fenfimque attenuatur ad caudam 
breviffimam. Caput maxime rotundatum et breve 
eft: labia craffiffima; vibriffeeque exinde utrinque 
crefcentes pellucidze funt, et ftraminez craflitu- 
dinis. Maxilla fuperiori infunt. dentes duo lon- 
giffimi, maximi, acuti, deorfum tendentes. In lon- 
gitudinem multorum pedum, aliquando etiam vi- 
ginti crefcit Trichechus Rofmarus. 

Hujufmodi beftiarum, hominum confpectum et 
confortium longe fugientium, perfectam morum 
vitzeque rationis notitiam fruftra defideramus; quam 
fane affequi non licet phyficis nifi frequenti vifu 
fedulaque manfuetiorum animalium obfervatione. 
Plurima, ut ait perelegans fcriptor, in deferto hor- 
rido, ingentique pelago perficiuntur opera, que 
perfpicacifimum hominum acumen femper effu- 
gient. Nihil igitur novimus de Trichechorum vita 
et moribus preter quod narraverint navigatores qui 
illos in feceffibus fuis temporariis apud infulas gla- 
ciei mari Arctico fluitantes, vel in littoribus Sep- 
tentrionalibus confpexerint. Gregatim degunt in g 
chechi, turmifque maximis in littora ad dormien- 
dvm conveniunt. Pugnaciflimo funt ingenio, et 
enormibus dentibus fzviffima vulnera inter mutua 

certamina 


Si externam corporis figuram {pectemus, ad pho- 
cas, feu ut vulgo vocantur, vitulos marinos pluri- 
mum appropinquat Trichechus; cum quibus, fi 
fyftematis naturalis habeatur ratio, ré&te confociatur. 


certamina fibi invicem infligunt. Vox eorum eft 
ingens rugitus. Preeftant fortitudine, et hominum 
impetum dira vi repellere folent. In regionibus 
Ar&icis ob oleum pinguedinemque copicfiffimam 
occiduntur. Dentes quoque magno funt in pretio, 


qui vel ebur fuperant robore: eboris tamen color 
longe ftabilior. 


olz 


THE 


EEC Lia’ WALRUS. 
DI I nn EEE EEE OES 
GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Tuffs in the upper jaw, large, and pointing down- 
wards. 

Grinders four on both fides, above and below. 

Cutting teeth none. 

Feet palmated. 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER, Ec. 


WALRUS with long tufks remote from each 


other. 


The ARCTIC WALRUS. 
Penn. Quadr. 2. p. 266. 
Arélic Zoology. n. 71. p. 144. 


The Morfe, Sea-Horfe, or WALRUS. 


[u 


The Walrus is one of thofe animals which in 
general fhape and appearance make a near approach 
to the Seal or fea-calf, and in a natural arrangement 
of quadrupeds muft of neceffity be difpofed in the 
lame tribe. The color of this animal is a darkifh 

brown: 


brown : the body is thinly fcattered with hair, and 
the fkin is thick and wrinkled. The fhape of the 
Walrus is extremely uncouth; it is very thick in 
the middle, and gradually leflens towards the tail, 
which is very fhort: the head is remarkably fhort 
and round; the lips very thick, and the vibriffe 
or whifkers confift of tranfparent briftles as thick 
as ftraws. In the upper jaw are two very long, 
large, acuminated tufks, pointing downwards. 
The Walrus grows to the length of feveral feet, 
and has fometimes been found not far fhort of twenty 
feet in length. 

Of animals whofe habitations and retreats are fo 
far removed from the general haunts of mankind, 
we muft not expect to obtain that exact knowledge 
with refpect to their ways of life which creatures 
of a more acceflible nature permit us to difcover. 
Innumerable ftratagems, fays an elegant writer, are 
acted in the gloomy wildernefs and in the great 
deep, which muft for ever elude human inveftiga- 
tion. All that is known of the general habits of the 
Walrus is derived from the accounts of navigators 
and others who have obferved them during their 
temporary abodes either on the floating iflands of 
1ce in the northern ocean, or on the frozen coafts 
of the arctic regions. They are gregarious animals; 
and fometimes affemble in multitudes on the coafts 
to fleep. They are of a very pugnacious difpofition, 
and with their enormous teeth inflict the moft 
grievous wounds on each other during their con- 
tefts. Their voice is a loud roar, They are pof- 

feffed 


feffed of great courage, and refift with dreadful 
violence the attacks of mankind. They are killed 
in the northern regions for the fake of their oil, 
which is extremely plentiful: their teeth are alfo 
confidered as a valuable article of commerce, being 
in ftrength at icaft equal, if not fuperior to ivory ; 
their color however is not fo lafting. 


